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Subjective evaluation of similarity of appearance of katakana characters in drug names

Yasuyo Yamade (Graduate School of Contemporary Psychology, Rikkyo University), and
Shigeru Haga (College of Contemporary Psychology, Rikkyo University)

The similarity of appearance of katakana characters can cause errors in drug use. We tried to quantify
the subjective degree of similarity of any possible pair of katakana characters. 66 experiment participants
were asked to group together katakana characters which they found similar in appearance. As a result,
we were able to obtain data to create an index of subjective similarity in appearance of katakana

characters.
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Table 3
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Table 4
BE  EBENFWHI HFFL
KON HFXFEDOEEIHRLE
LFOMAE HE FREE UL
H—H 0.88
¥ —x 0.85
g~ 0.85
= 0.85
b (R 0.89
B —HF 0.88
Y= 0.92
2 =R 0.89
£ —E 0.91
Va4 0.83
25 0.88
F—F 0.91
V= 0.89
Sl 0.86
r=F 0.86
IN— N 0.92
E—E 0.94
77 0.85
~— 0.91
R =R 0.89
IN—7% 0.92
E—F 0.89
T 0.85
~—R 0.89
R —R 0.86
PR— 0.92
B - 0.92
P =7 0.89
N 0.94
AR — R 091
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