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A View on structure of polysemous dimensional adjectives
and their introduction:
An observation on a contemporary Japanese adjective “takai”
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SUMMARY
Adjectives are generally introduced in the early stage of introductory level in the field of
Japanese language education, and they have been assumed that they have concise structures.
However this is not always the case. This paper focuses on an special adjective “takai” that
have polysemy as follows: high, tall, expensive etc.. In this paper, | attempt to propose an
introduction of adjectives from a viewpoint of the Usage—Based Model (Tomasello, 2003).
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< Write down what mean the words &\ ] of a~h.
< When you take a sense, you can use your language or Japanese.

e
a. ZDO X% &V, (Qexpensivell)

A

T=in
b. H®D i (store) I¥ mV, (Dexpensivell)

3% ﬂ‘

2] =
c. BESNT HD @, (Dtalld)

%

d o i BV, (OhighD)

T
e. Mac © /XY a3 0% @\, (Oexpensivel])

7o
f. ZO~w v asdf |, (Oexpensivel)

X7 T

<

o BE< it BA B, (OprominentD)
Liuj") 7;?:

h. (i (raffic light) 1+ > (0 al)

< Classify the above sentences into 2 categories by property of the nouuns.

category A <[place1> ( b, d £ - OO0O)
category B <[object / person1> ( a, c, e, g JOO)

< Guess what characterize have the nouns when mean <high /tall>, and
when use a special sentence pattern [Topic (% Specific point 73
Adjective T9].

place object / person
<high /tall /prominent> O need Specific point 73
<expensive> ordinary topic O
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