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Nuclear power will remain the cheapest way for the UK to grow its low-carbon energy supply for at least
a decade, according to government advisers.

The coalition asked the CCC to advise on options for a low-carbon future shortly after taking office a
year ago.

"People argue that offshore wind is very expensive - and it's true, it is more expensive at the moment
than some other technologies, so nuclear at the moment looks like the lowest cost low-carbon option," said
CCC chief executive David Kennedy."But we can expect significant cost reductions over the next two
decades across a range of technologies, whether wind, marine or solar, and that's why these technologies

are promising."Wind could replace nuclear as the cheapest option within about 15-20 years, he indicated. 2
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The survey, carried out by Populus last month and commissioned by the British Science Association,

found that 41% of respondents agreed the benefits of nuclear power outweighed the risks, up from 38% in

2 Richard Black “Nuclear 'cheapest low-carbon option' for UK energy” BBC News,9 May 2011
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2010 and 32% in 2005. Those who said that the risks greatly or slightly outweighed the benefits of nuclear
power in 2010 numbered 36%, and in 2011 this dropped to 28% of respondents. 4
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4 Alok Jha “UK public confidence in nuclear remains steady despite Fukushima” The Guardian,
9 September 2011
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