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Assessing factor invariance of fundamental competencies for working persons among university students
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The present study examined the factorial invariance of Fundamental Competencies for Working
Persons. Participants were 289 Japanese university students categorized into two groups: a “freshman and
sophomore group,” who were students not yet seeking employment, and a “junior and senior group,” who
were students just beginning to seek employment. We used a three-factor structure model assessing the
Fundamental Competencies for Working Persons, which consists of one’s ability to step forward, think
situations through, and work in a team. This model is based on the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and
Industry’s definition of competence at the workplace. We conducted a multiple group analysis to examine
factorial invariance between the two groups. The models provided adequate fit to all data conditions, with
equality constraints for all parameters. Results revealed that the two groups had the same factor structure.
Furthermore, t-tests showed that the “junior and senior group” had significantly higher subscale scores
than the “freshman and sophomore group.”
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